Daily Eastern News: April 27, 2017 by Eastern Illinois University
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
April 2017
4-27-2017
Daily Eastern News: April 27, 2017
Eastern Illinois University
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2017_apr
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the 2017 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in April by an authorized administrator
of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Eastern Illinois University, "Daily Eastern News: April 27, 2017" (2017). April. 19.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/den_2017_apr/19
VOL. 101 | NO. 147Thursday, April 27, 2017 “TELL THE TRUTH AND DON’T BE AFRAID”
CELEBRATING A CENTURY OF COVERAGE        EST. 1915          WWW.DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM
T
H
EDailyEastErnnEws
BE SAFE 
Students watch a demonstra-
tion Wednesday morning 
about the dangers of drunken 
driving.
   
MOM KNOWS BEST 
Eastern alum Kamu Grugier-Hill 
reflects on how his mother 
helped him commit to Eastern.
       PAGE 5        PAGE 8
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Staff Report | @DEN_News
The person injured in a shooting early 
Saturday morning on Seventh Street was 
identified by the Charleston Police De-
partment Wednesday.
Akeem Williams, 20, an Eastern stu-
dent from Romeoville, was struck in the 
back during the shooting and sustained 
minor injuries. He was released from the 
hospital, according to a press release.
The shooting resulted in the death of 
Byron Edingburg, a senior at Eastern.
In the press release, the CPD wrote 
that a fight broke out on 1061 Seventh 
Street and at least one shot was fired.
Edingburg was struck in the upper 
torso and sustained multiple internal in-
juries. He was later pronounced dead at 
Carle Hospital in Urbana.
Anyone with information regarding 
the incident are being asked to contact 
the CPD at 217-345-8402, Coles Coun-
ty Crime Stoppers at 866-345-8488, text 
any leads to 274637 or message the CPD 
on Facebook and Twitter.
The News desk can be reached 
at 581-2812 or 
Staff Report | @DEN_News
Minier resident Barbara Baurer has 
been appointed by Gov. Bruce Rauner to 
serve on the board of trustees.
According to a press release, her ap-
pointment goes into effect immediate-
ly, but the Illinois Senate still needs to ap-
prove it.
“It’s an interesting time to be serving 
on the board, what with the changes that 
are taking place at the university and ev-
erything that is going on, budget-wise, 
with the state,” Baurer said in a statement. 
“We are in need of strong leaders, and I 
look forward to working with the other 
members of the board, many of whom 
I’ve had the opportunity to work with in 
the past and for whom I have the utmost 
respect.”
Baurer earned her bachelor’s in mathe-
matics from Eastern in 1975.
She came back to get her master’s in 
business administration in 1975.
Baurer worked as chief operating offi-
cer for Country Financial from 1999 to 
until she recently retired.
Baurer will replace former trustee Kris-
topher Goetz, whose term expired this 
year, according to the press release.
The News desk can be reached at 581-
2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
Police
names 
injured 
student
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Friends of Byron Edingburg hold candles while walking down Seventh Street following the memorial service 
Wednesday afternoon.
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
Senior Byron Edingburg was honored 
Tuesday night as the first graduate of 
Eastern’s class of 2017, as a large crowd 
gathered for his memorial service in the 
Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. University Union.
Eastern President David Glassman 
gave a diploma to his mother, brother 
and aunts.
Edingburg, set to graduate May 6, 
was pronounced dead early Saturday 
morning at Carle Hospital in Urbana af-
ter he was fatally shot during a party on 
Seventh Street.
Joyous, strong, intelligent, ambitious, 
funny, selfless, kind and giving were all 
words Hillary Fuller, Edingburg’s friend 
and a senior communication studies ma-
jor, used to describe Edingburg. 
“The world is lesser, because he is not 
in it,” Fuller said.
Edingburg’s friend James Bateman, 
a senior communication studies major, 
said the two met three years ago.
Bateman was surprised to have met 
another guy like him who shared the 
same love for anime. 
“(Edingburg) took life as it came and 
did everything he could,” Bateman said. 
“He touched me in a way not many peo-
ple have.”
Bateman said Edingburg had no com-
fort zone and was the type of person to 
make anyone a full meal if they came to 
his house.
One of Bateman’s favorite memo-
ries of Edingburg was when the two 
were walking past Thomas Hall and just 
stopped to watch a basketball game on 
the TV.  
Edingburg was someone who did not 
plan things out and “took life as it came,” 
Bateman said.
Jaccari Brown, another friend of Ed-
ingburg’s and a graduate student in com-
munication studies, said he still has not 
accepted the tragedy happened.
It is hard to meet someone as diverse 
and intelligent as Edingburg, he said.
Brown described Edingburg as some-
one who loved joking around and 
laughed at all jokes, even those aimed to-
ward him. 
Brown said all of his friends loved Ed-
ingburg.
“He was really funny, really weird—
but a good kind of weird,” Brown said. 
“We shared a lot of good memories.” 
Brandon Hightower, Edingburg’s 
roommate, said he was a genuinely great 
person.
History professor Jinhee Lee, who had 
Edingburg for multiple classes, said he 
came to her office Friday afternoon and 
spoke for an hour about his application 
for the Peace Corps. 
She said Edingburg wanted to help 
people in Ghana because he wanted to 
encounter the roots of his ancestors.
Jessica French, a junior music com-
position major and Asian studies minor, 
said she met Edingburg in a Korean lan-
guage class this semester.
 He always told jokes to lighten the 
mood, she said.
French said he loved making connec-
tions with everyone.
Edingburg spoke at on a study abroad 
panel last week about his time in South 
Korea. 
Lee said at the panel Edingburg was 
very funny, effective and had a good time 
like he usually did.
He was a  “natural public speaker,” she 
added.
French said Edingburg lived his life to 
the fullest.
“His soul, his spirit will live on,” she 
said.
Lee said at the beginning of the se-
mester, she asked Edingburg’s class what 
their life goals were. 
Edingburg’s was “to leave the place 
and people better than I found (them.)”
The crowd from the Grand Ballroom 
later made their way downstairs for a 
candlelight vigil. 
Everyone made their way over to Sev-
enth Street to pay their respects and hon-
or Edingburg.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
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Eastern President David Glassman welcomes those in attendence to the 
memorial service for Byron Edingburg Wednesday in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Martin Luther King Jr. Union.
By Cassie Buchman
News Editor | @cjbuchman
The university administration will 
ask the board of trustees to consid-
er the elimination of four degree pro-
grams at its meeting Friday.
These programs are the bachelor’s 
in philosophy, Africana Studies, career 
and technical education and adult and 
community education, according to a 
board report attached to the meeting’s 
agenda.
Workgroup No. 7, which looked at 
academic programs during the vitaliza-
tion project, originally recommended 
seven programs be considered. After 
further administrative considerations, 
this was narrowed down to four pro-
grams.
The only program of these that 
would potentially lead to faculty lay-
offs would be philosophy. Because of 
this, it was contractually mandated 
to be reviewed by the Academic Pro-
gram Elimination/Reorganization Re-
view Committee. The committee re-
ceived information on all four of the 
programs and so did the Faculty Sen-
ate, the Council on Academic Af-
fairs and the Council on Teacher Ed-
ucation. The Faculty Senate studied 
all four programs, the CAA looked at 
philosophy, Africana Studies and adult 
and community education, and the 
CTE looked at career and technical ed-
ucation.
Vicki Woodard, Eastern’s coordina-
tor of public information, said since 
program elimination was put under ac-
tion items, this means the board will 
vote on these recommendations at its 
meeting Friday.
Even if eliminated, students current-
ly enrolled in these programs would 
still be able to finish their degrees.
Jonelle DePetro, chair of the philos-
ophy department, chose not to com-
ment except to say that they hope the 
philosophy department will not be 
eliminated.
Jerry Cloward, program coordinator 
for career and technical education, also 
declined to comment, and James Och-
wa-Echel, coordinator of the Africana 
Studies program, was not available for 
comment.
“Eastern needs a program array that 
is competitive in the marketplace for 
students and attracts them in suffi-
cient numbers to justify the expenses, 
both human and operational, to sup-
port them,” it said in the board report. 
“This is not the case with the programs 
presented here.”
The request to eliminate the philos-
ophy degree pertains only to the degree 
program itself and not to the other in-
structional contributions made by fac-
ulty, according to the report. 
There will be three faculty depar-
tures in philosophy in the coming 
years, but even with these, the report 
stated, general education and elective 
coursework for other majors could still 
be offered.
According to the report, the “low 
level” of interest in the degree program 
determined the elimination recom-
mendation. 
Memorial service honors late student 
BOT meeting to decide fate of four programs 
Governor 
appoints 
new BOT
member
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President Trump proposes 
CHICAGO (AP) — The Archdiocese 
of Chicago will pay $4.45 million to set-
tle separate lawsuits brought by three men 
who allege they were sexually abused over 
a decade ago by a former Roman Catholic 
priest and convicted sex offender.
Mark Brown, the attorney for the 
men, told the Chicago Tribune that two 
brothers reached settlements in late Jan-
uary. They accused Daniel McCormack 
of sexually abusing them more than once 
during an after-school program at Our 
Lady of the Westside Catholic School in 
the mid-2000s.
The other man, who was a basketball 
player on a team McCormack coached 
for the school, reached his settlement 
April 20.
An archdiocese spokeswoman con-
firms the settlement has been reached. 
She says she can't discuss the case "out of 
respect for the privacy of those involved."
Allegations against McCormack be-
came public in 2006, four years after Car-
dinal Francis George, who is now de-
ceased, urged Catholic bishops to remove 
any priest from ministry for a single act of 
sexual abuse.
The cardinal didn't remove him from 
ministry at St. Agatha Catholic Church 
when McCormack had been taken into 
custody by Chicago police in August 
2005 for allegedly abusing a boy. McCor-
mack served as a pastor there until 2006.
Chicago Archdiocese settles sexual abuse case
Staff Report
The Council on Academic Affairs will 
vote on four new majors at its meeting 
2 p.m. Thursday in Room 4440 of the 
Booth Library.
These are exercise science, sport man-
agement, engineering technology and 
construction management.
According to the program’s proposal, 
the construction management major will 
use current digital technologies to pre-
pare publications and presentations for 
the construction industry.
The program will “prepare students to 
meet the challenges to become compe-
tent project managers in the residential, 
commercial, and industrial construction 
arenas,” the proposal said.
The exercise science major would re-
place the concentration in kinesiology 
and sports studies, and sport manage-
ment would replace its concentration in 
the same major.
The engineering technology ma-
jor would teach students fundamentals, 
computer-aided drafting and design, ma-
chine design and more if passed.
 
The News desk can be reached at 581-
2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
According to the report, the “low lev-
el” of interest in the degree program deter-
mined the elimination recommendation. 
However, the Academic Program 
Elimination/Reorganization Review 
Committee, the CAA and the Faculty 
Senate recommended the administration 
retain the philosophy program.
In its report, the Faculty Senate wrote 
that philosophy is an academic program 
many consider central to the university’s 
mission.
“(Eliminating the program) could lead 
to a loss of credibility as a university, es-
pecially in our commitment to compre-
hensive liberal arts education,” the senate 
wrote.
The Academic Program Elimination/
Reorganization Review Committee also 
wrote in its report that philosophy is an 
integral part of a broad education and an 
essential part of developing critical think-
ers and responsible citizens.
Philosophy is included in the curricula 
for nine minors and seven majors. 
According to the committee’s report, 
faculty in philosophy have also developed 
curricular proposals that will “strengthen 
and sustain philosophy and the numerous 
programs served by the department.”
Richard Jones, chair of the Academ-
ic Program Elimination/Reorganization 
committee, said he thinks the committee 
did a good job with its report, but they 
knew the final decision was ultimately up 
to the board of trustees and university ad-
ministration.
The Africana Studies program has as-
sociated with the Latin American, Asian 
and women’s studies minors to consider 
how to consolidate current offerings, fo-
cusing on developing a broader program 
in an area such as multicultural studies, 
according to the board report. 
The Faculty Senate wrote that it would 
be better to let affected parties work to-
gether to change as opposed to having an 
enforced elimination.
“Faculty Senate anticipates these cur-
rent discussions will soon bring about in-
novative and productive transformations 
in these programs, and they should be en-
couraged to continue,” they wrote.
However, in the board report, the ad-
ministration wrote that continuation of 
“the existing Africana Studies programs is 
not warranted” at this time.
Like philosophy, Africana Studies 
would have a role in providing general ed-
ucation and elective courses even if elim-
inated.
The Faculty Senate report stated that 
it would be hard to predict the potential 
impact on student recruitment if Africana 
Studies was eliminated.
“Africana Studies, with the positive 
changes currently underway, may serve 
our students of color in ways that exceed 
even the reach of its courses,” the Faculty 
Senate wrote. “For some, Africana Stud-
ies represents an assurance of EIU’s com-
mitment to the African-American student 
body, a constituency that has risen rapid-
ly over the past ten years such that it now 
accurately reflects Illinois demographics.”
In a response to Workgroup No. 7’s 
recommendation, Africana Studies wrote 
that research shows there is market de-
mand for Africana and cultural studies 
and that the program promotes Eastern’s 
commitment to diversity and inclusion.
For career and technical education, the 
board report stated that its future is am-
biguous based on declining student inter-
est. 
“At this time, faculty resources need to 
be deployed to areas showing greater stu-
dent interest,” the report said. “This aca-
demic unit and Eastern generally does not 
have the luxury of waiting to see if inter-
est improves in this particular degree pro-
gram.”
The Faculty Senate wrote that while 
career and technical education has seen 
low enrollment, demand from the field 
has shown that there is a labor shortage 
and need for people with a career and 
technical education skill set.
“Such strong numbers of graduating 
students (until very recently), coupled 
with promising job prospects, would indi-
cate that eliminating CTE is premature at 
this time,” the senate wrote.
The adult and community education 
program stopped admitting new students 
and has already decided to “teach out” the 
students currently in the program.
According to the board report, if the 
higher education climate changes in the 
future and Eastern could hire more facul-
ty, the program could be reinstated.
Cassie Buchman can be reached at 
581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
CAA to vote on four new majors
» BOT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
“(Eliminating the program) could lead to a loss of credibility as a university, 
especially in our commitment to comprehensive liberal arts education,"
-Faculty Senate report
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By Gina Furlin
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
Eastern will host its 39th Special Olym-
pics from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Friday at 
O’Brien Stadium.
This year, there will be approximately 
700 Eastern volunteers, along with 60 key 
volunteers made up of faculty and other 
Charleston residents. 
Vanessa Duncan, Area 9 Director, has 
run this event for four years. Area 9 in-
cludes 12 counties in east central Illinois.
Although the deadline for volunteer 
forms was April 15, if students stop by the 
special education office in Buzzard Hall 
Room 1212 to fill out and turn in a form, 
Duncan said they will still accept them. 
There will also be a registration table at the 
event for people who decide they want to 
volunteer the day of Special Olympics. 
The participants range from ages 8 to 
81, making a total of 512 athletes compet-
ing in the games this year. 
Some of the events the athletes will be 
participating in on the track include runs, 
walks and wheelchair slaloms. Field events 
such as the mini-javelin, tennis ball throw 
and high jump will also take place. 
Duncan said her favorite part of Special 
Olympics is how happy the athletes and 
their families are for the day.
“When you’re there, you see those smil-
ing faces, they will want to high-five you. 
You can feel the energy come off of them, 
how excited they are to be there,” she said.
Every year, a few awards are given out, 
and another award will be added for the 
first time. This award is titled the Midge 
McDowell Lifetime Service Award in 
memory of Midge McDowell for begin-
ning the Special Olympics Illinois pro-
gram. 
Kathlene Shank, department chair of 
special education, will receive this award 
during this year’s Special Olympics open-
ing ceremony at 9 a.m. In order to be 
nominated for this award, she had to meet 
specific criteria indicating the length of ser-
vice she has put into Special Olympics.
The criteria were that she had to volun-
teer for Special Olympics Illinois events for 
at least 20 years, along with volunteering 
for the Special Olympics Family Festival 
and attending it for more than four years. 
She also had to serve as a Special Olympics 
coach volunteer, key volunteer at an event 
or event committee member.
Gina Furlin can be reached at 581-2812 or 
grfurlin@eiu.edu.
Special Olympics to feature varied sports and ages
Staff Report | @DEN_News
After analyzing the recommendations 
from vitalization project workgroups, the 
administration has updated and imple-
mented some suggestions from Work-
groups No. 1, 4, 5 and 6.
Workgroup No. 1
Workgroup No. 1, Student Services, 
suggested filling positions in the University 
Police Department.
With the recent police hires, the ad-
ministration has determined that current 
staff levels are adequate, according to a re-
port on the updates on the vitalization 
project webpage.
To provide resources to increase aware-
ness of student services, mobile platform 
features are being considered by represen-
tatives from student, academic and busi-
ness affairs.
According to the update report, the vice 
president and student affairs leadership 
had already begun reviewing student ser-
vices’ organizational structure even before 
the vitalization project.
“Since that time, options have contin-
ued to be considered, along with feedback, 
with plans to recommend a reorganiza-
tion within Student Affairs soon,” the re-
port said.
Workgroup No. 4
For Intercollegiate Athletics, Work-
group No. 4 recommended individu-
al sports teams be evaluated to determine 
elimination possibilities.
According to the update report, this 
recommendation is currently under analy-
sis to see the fiscal impact eliminating pro-
grams would have on the athletics depart-
ment and on the university’s tuition reve-
nue.
These kinds of discussions have been 
taking place among Eastern President Da-
vid Glassman, Athletic Director Tom Mi-
chael, Paul McCann, interim vice pres-
ident for business affairs and Joe Dively, 
chair of the board of trustees, according to 
the report.
Glassman said in an email that sever-
al factors are analyzed when considering 
elimination possibilities, such as the num-
ber of student athletes in the sport, the 
number of spectators that come to watch 
the sport, regional and national exposure 
that the sport brings to Eastern, history 
and tradition of the sport at Eastern, lev-
el of donor support for the sport and Title 
IX considerations.
“A decrease in the number of sports 
teams could assist the athletic depart-
ment in their budget management,” he 
said. “Conversely, the elimination of some 
sports teams could reduce the university’s 
general fund from loss of tuition dollars.”
Though he said current student-ath-
letes and alumni would be disappointed 
if any sports teams were to be eliminated, 
the possibility of decreasing the number of 
sports teams supported by the university is 
currently being explored.
Glassman said Eastern athletics sup-
ports the most sports teams in the Ohio 
Valley Conference, with 21 total.
“It has become increasingly difficult for 
EIU to maintain 21 sports teams, given 
the number of scholarships to support and 
higher operating costs,” he said.
Other recommendations, such as in-
creasing athletic training personnel or re-
ducing the number of student-athletes 
they provide services to, are being dis-
cussed within the overarching analysis of 
determining the appropriate number of 
sports teams, according to the update re-
port.
Safety-related repairs to Lantz Pool have 
begun, and in the report, it said a plan has 
been developed to maintain the outdoor 
athletic fields to ensure their ongoing us-
ability.
Workgroup No. 5
To invest in facilities staff, as Work-
group No. 5 suggested, four addition-
al groundskeepers were brought back, ac-
cording to the report.
The Coleman Hall restrooms are listed 
in completed projects, and other projects 
such as Coleman and Klehm classrooms, 
the Life Sciences buildings and others are 
being prioritized as funding becomes avail-
able.
According to the update report, if mon-
ey is available, the university plans on pro-
ceeding with upgrades to lounges in An-
drews and Lawson residence halls in the 
summer of 2018. The Chik-fil-A store 
front in the Food Court in the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. University Union is set to be 
upgraded as well, per a contractual agree-
ment.
In the report, it said the university con-
tinues to work with Gov. Bruce Rauner, 
the Illinois legislature, Capital Develop-
ment Board and Illinois Board of Higher 
Education to address funding for critical 
deferred maintenance issues.
“Obtaining any money for deferred 
maintenance is subject to a capital ap-
propriation, and the timing of that is un-
known at this time,” the update report 
said.
Workgroup No. 6
Several of the suggestions regarding 
Workgroup No. 6, which looked at Mar-
keting, were considered by the administra-
tion as “positive recommendations.”
These were hiring more personnel to 
perform university marketing functions, 
hiring a strategic marketing director and 
hiring a marketing manager to direct the 
day-to-day implementation of the univer-
sity marketing plan and reforming. How-
ever, these will not likely be implemented 
until a state budget is passed and annual 
state appropriations are stable and predict-
able.
Regarding the Workgroup’s sugges-
tion to outsource marketing, the universi-
ty has signed a contract with the Thorburn 
Group to assist with developing Eastern’s 
brand identity, marketing strategy, mar-
keting influencers and media buys. The 
group has visited campus twice.
Eastern has also signed a contract with 
Leverage Marketing for help in online ad-
vertising and optimizing the university’s 
presence through keywords on search en-
gines, according to the report.
A permanent budget for universi-
ty marketing and branding was set up in 
FY17 from Ledger 1 funds — state appro-
priations and tuition income supported 
funds — and from the EIU Foundation.
 
The News Desk can be reached at 581-
2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
Administration starts implementing Workgroup changes
“When you’re there, you see those smiling faces ... You 
can feel the energy come off of them.”
-Vanessa Duncan, Area 9 Director of the Special Olympics
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Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Megan Ivey
Uncommon academic year draws to an end
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Cindy Huff
There’s Always the Library
As school ends, summer fun quickly approaches
Graduation 
rituals should 
be the student’s 
reward, choice The 2016-2017 academic year is definitely one 
for the books. In just under 10 months, we have 
witnessed a historical yet strange presidential elec-
tion; a painfully long, and never-ending budget im-
passe that has nearly crippled higher education in 
the state; the Chicago Cubs winning the World Se-
ries and the process of Eastern’s vitalization projects.
The Cubs broke a 100+ year “curse,” and this is 
the longest time our state has gone without a bud-
get. 
We have witnessed higher education take a hit 
financially, which has resulted in many noticeable 
changes within this institution.
Eastern, along with other state universities, have 
underwent countless changes from cost cutting, 
downsizing and program cutting. 
We have seen this through the fact that this ac-
ademic year’s incoming freshman and transfer class 
could only manage to make the “E” in the “EIU” 
class picture.
We also saw higher education struggling when 
many state institutions have either cut or consid-
ered cutting important programs such as philoso-
phy.
On the other hand, we have seen the campus 
community unite under the common goal to save 
higher education in the state.
We have come together during time of grievance 
and to support our fellow peers, faculty and staff.
Despite the low blows, we continue to power 
through the bumps and keep the campus afloat.
We have witnessed an unpredictable presidential 
race that left many disappointed and other ecstatic. 
We were able to witness “Brexit,” Britain’s historical 
split from the European Union.
We have seen record breaking climate changes 
and record highs in the stock market.
In the same breath, we have also witnessed mul-
tiple acts of violence and terror which has shaped 
our views of the world outside and inside Eastern. 
We watched history be made, and the world 
change right before our eyes.
We have lost friends, gained friends, burned 
bridges and rebuilt others. It has been a year of 
many ups and downs, but we have made it. 
We at The News would like to congratulate the 
soon-to-be graduates on their work and ambition 
to make it through the past academic year.
Despite the curveballs this year has thrown at 
you, you have been able to take them in strides and 
succeed.
To the returning students: we would like to give 
a word of encouragement. Although this year may 
not have turned out the way many would hope, 
there is always next year. 
For some, this year has been a rollercoaster ride 
of good and bad things.
With all of the negative things that have hap-
pened, now is the time to look to the future and 
keep an open mind to what it may hold. 
This is the time for people to continue to be free-
thinkers, fight for what they believe in and embrace 
the future.
As the year comes to a close, we at The News 
would like to wish everyone good luck with finals 
and anything else life has to throw.
Shelby Niehaus
“School’s out, school’s out! Teacher, let the mon-
keys out!”
How many of you have heard this old saying be-
fore? Every time a school year is close to the end, I 
think about this phrase, because to me it means no 
more writing, no more books, no more studying for 
tests and listening to lectures. 
It is a time of brain renewal. My brain gets aw-
ful tired during the school year, especially towards 
the end of the year, which never seems to move fast 
enough for me. 
The end of the year to me is like thick syrup 
flowing slowly from the spout of a bottle over my 
pancakes, and it takes forever to coat them. 
But over summer break, my brain plays catch-up 
by relaxing at the pool, getting a golden tan, going 
on vacations and doing all the fun things that I like 
to do over the summer. 
I can forget about classes and concentrate on 
beaches and vacations; my brain gets a rest and I get 
refreshed enough to think about returning to school 
in the fall, where I will be recharged and eager once 
again to go on with my studies. 
But right at this moment, the end cannot come 
fast enough. 
Finals are around the corner. My brain is having a 
melt down because of all the cramming I have been 
forcing it to do, and I am as tired as my brain is of 
school. 
However, I stay motivated to get everything done 
that I need to accomplish getting through the last 
few weeks. 
I check and double check to make sure that all 
my papers are done, correct and submitted. 
I pray for an A or B on my exams, and I dream 
about summer. 
I cannot wait to return my books because there is 
some finality in returning books. It makes me hap-
py because it is then that I really know school is over 
and my vacation has begun. 
I do not know how I will spend my first day of 
summer vacation. I will probably sleep as long as I 
want to, and catch up on all the TV shows that I 
have missed, like The Walking Dead, waiting for me 
to view on my DVR. 
I will get all involved in that show and eat and 
sleep and chat with my friends and plan a vacation 
with them at some fabulous beach far away, where 
I can lay in the sun all day, swim, and party hard in 
the warm summer evenings at some swanky tropi-
cal bar. 
Who knows? This could be the greatest summer 
of my life. 
It is hard to say what great adventures I will take 
or what wonderful people I will meet. But first I 
have to get through the next two weeks of school, 
and then I can sing “school’s out, school’s out! 
Teacher, let the monkeys out!”
Cindy Huff is an aging studies graduate 
student. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
clhuff2@eiu.edu. 
Passionate teachers a joy to work, study with
A professor won my respect today. 
Well, actually, she won my respect months ago, 
but she has been winning it over and over ever since. 
As a pre-service teacher, I spend a lot of time 
scrutinizing my instructors. It is my way of exercis-
ing my understanding of education, but I would be 
lying if I said I never used my scrutiny for evil.
I admit to, on occasion, overanalyzing an instruc-
tor’s classroom offerings on a day when I am partic-
ularly irritated. 
This professor, though, constantly keeps me ana-
lyzing for a completely different reason.
She is completely unafraid to admit when she 
is wrong or unprepared, but she is never at a loss 
for what to say. She is open with her students about 
what they will learn in her class and about what she 
expects of them. I feel challenged in her class, and I 
often reach my intellectual limits, but she is always 
there for support.
This professor cares deeply for her students 
as people, as fellow teachers and as citizens of the 
world. I always feel deeply respected in her class-
room, no matter what kind of content we are work-
ing on.
And she is hilarious to boot.
At this time in the semester, it can be easy to con-
sider giving up on education. “The regular English 
program is so much easier,” I often say to myself. 
“If I dropped my certification, I would not have to 
go on early morning observations or buy stock in 
conservative cardigans or deal with teens with body 
odor problems.”
But when I see this professor and how she still 
cares deeply for students—her own and our future 
students alike—I feel reassured. She makes me feel 
like I made the right choice.
So to all the great professors at Eastern, and there 
are many of you: thank you. Your passion for educa-
tion and your love and respect for students keep us 
on track to our dreams.
Shelby Niehaus is a senior English language 
arts major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
scniehaus@eiu.edu.
One presentation.
One final.
One column. 
These are my to-do’s for the week. The list 
is getting shorter, just as my time as an under-
graduate coming to a close.
There are a few more items to add to next 
week’s list. I will attend exit interviews and re-
turn my books. And, of course, I will say my 
goodbyes to the people I have met here. After 
that, it is really over.
Many seniors have picking up their cap and 
gowns and walking in their graduation ceremo-
ny as part of their final checklist. I am not one 
of them.
When I tell people on campus my decision 
not to walk, I have to pad my response with 
my reasons why. People assume I do not un-
derstand the importance of this milestone, or 
that I am not proud of the accomplishment.
I have an overwhelming sense of pride for 
this university. A bachelor’s degree is no easy 
feat, and it took a lot of support from my de-
partment and family to earn it. 
The decision on whether or not to walk 
loomed in my consciousness all semester. I re-
ally knew what I wanted all along, but I didn’t 
want to disappoint anyone. I asked my family, 
and they said it was my decision.
A lightbulb went off; I did not have to do 
something just because it was the ceremonial 
thing to do.
I am not doing this to be “cool” or “differ-
ent.” For me, earning this degree is not sym-
bolized by walking down a stage. I will feel the 
same amount of pride and accomplishment 
come May 6.
It began by walking on campus for the first 
time, completely on my own, navigating what 
I wanted to do here. It was when I stepped into 
the newsroom for the first time, scared yet will-
ing to learn.
And now, four years later, it is defined by 
the articles I have written, the presentations I 
have given and the trips I have taken.
 My time here is defined by my work. All 
of these events have opened my eyes and al-
lowed me to meet new people. And these ac-
complishments have been celebrated in some 
way, even if it is simply smiling back on a hap-
py memory.
Call this my eloping with adulthood, only I 
am not running away. In reality, I will be trav-
eling home to my family instead of them trav-
eling to Charleston. We will meet for lunch, 
and celebrate my accomplishment the way I 
wish. That is real adulthood: making decisions 
for yourself. 
For those who are graduating and walking, 
congratulations. Earning a degree takes ded-
ication and effort, and if you choose to, you 
should make it a shining moment about your 
accomplishment. I know I will have a similar 
moment when I open the mail and see my de-
gree.
We can all choose how we want to celebrate 
our victories, just as we have to choose the next 
steps toward our futures.
Megan Ivey is a senior journalism major. She 
can be reached at 581-2812 or mkivey@eiu.edu.
By Loren Dickson
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News  
As the school year comes to an end, Charles-
ton High School students are preparing for 
prom on Saturday. 
To remind the students and community 
to remain safe, the Charleston Fire Depart-
ment hosted a mock drunken-driving acci-
dent Wednesday morning in the parking lot of 
Charleston High School.
Assisting the CFD were the Charleston Po-
lice Department, Coles County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, University Police Department, Illinois 
State Troopers, the Coles County Coroner’s 
Office, Adams Funeral Chapel and Sara Bush 
Lincoln’s Emergency Medical Services Depart-
ment.
Capt. James Calvert of the Charleston Fire 
Department said this is the fifth time they have 
conducted the mock accident.
“We have been doing this for ten years, but 
we do it every two years,” Calvert said. “The 
reason for this is so the junior and senior class 
will see it once while they are in high school 
and not repeatedly… It is more impactful that 
way.”
The aftermath of the mock accident includ-
ed students acting out different scenarios.
These included portraying critical patients 
taken to the hospital in an ambulance, one 
critical patient transported via helicopter, one 
walking wounded, one arrested for DUI and 
one that was pronounced dead on arrival. 
As the students witnessed their fellow class-
mate being transported into a hearse via a 
body bag, the poem “Please God, I’m Only 
17” could be heard over the loud speakers.
“Please God, I’m Only 17” is about a high 
school student killed in a car accident. 
“Please don’t bury me; I have lots of living 
to do. I want to run and jump again. I want 
to laugh and sing. Please don’t put me in the 
ground. I promise if you give me one more 
chance, I’ll be the most careful driver in the 
whole world,” the poem recited.
Following the poem, students could hear 
their classmate’s fake obituary being read from 
a set of speakers. 
“She actually filled out a biographical form 
from the funeral home and they wrote an offi-
cial obituary,” Calvert said.  
Lakeria Bell, a senior at Charleston High 
School, said the mock accident provoked a lot 
of emotion in her.
“All I could think was, ‘I don’t want to be 
that person, and I don’t want it to be any of 
my friends,’” Bell said.
Bell said she would never want to see any of 
her classmates in harm’s way and will help any-
one who is in need of a ride Saturday and any 
other day.
The mock accident was also an emotion-
al experience for Dakota Renfro, a senior at 
Charleston High School.
“Even though it was a mock accident, 
watching my friend get pulled out of the car 
and put into the ambulance was really hard be-
cause we’re such great friends,” Renfro said. “It 
was really hard seeing him in that situation … 
I couldn’t even look at him without crying. I’ve 
had a couple of friends die in a car accident, so 
seeing this today really got to me.”
Renfro said she has heard of fellow class-
mates who are planning to drink on Saturday 
night and hopes that they will ask for a sober 
ride home.
“I hope today’s demonstration will make 
people realize they shouldn’t drink and drive 
and that there are other options,” she said.
The “drunken driver” in the mock accident, 
senior Justin Wilson, said everything per-
formed was very realistic.
“I think it will definitely change some peo-
ple’s plans for Saturday night,” Wilson said. 
“Actually seeing the unconscious bodies of 
fellow peers will probably stick in everyone’s 
minds.” 
Senior Nick Marsili discussed his emotions 
as he watched Wilson, his friend, being hand-
cuffed.
“It was really intense … Seeing him get put 
in the back of the cop car just made me think, 
‘his entire life would change,’” Marsili said. “I 
really hope this deterred students from making 
the decision to drink and drive or get in the 
car with others who are under the influence.” 
Calvert said performing these mock acci-
dents has had a severe impact on the students.
“We don’t have any statistics about whether 
or not the DUI rates of high school-aged stu-
dents has decreased since we started this pro-
gram ten years ago,” Calvert said. “However, 
although we don’t have the data, it definitely 
seems like there have been less instances over 
the past years.”
Calvert said the students have responded 
well to the mock accident.
 “We’ve had students say ‘I never thought 
this is what it would look like’ or ‘This was 
very real,’ which makes it all worthwhile,” he 
said.
To conclude the demonstration, Calvert re-
minded students that every action has a con-
sequence.
“These are your fellow classmates, your 
friends, your peers,” he said. “This very well 
could be any one of you on Saturday if you 
make the wrong decision.”
Loren Dickson can be reached at 581-2812 or 
ladickson@eiu.edu.
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Mock accident shows dangers of drunken driving
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Justin Wilson, a Charleston High School senior performs a field sobriety test with an Eastern police officer during Wednesday's mock DUI exer-
cise at the High School.
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
A Charleston High School student is carried 
to an ambulance by a Charleston firefighter 
Wednesday morning during a DUI exercise.
“I’ve had a couple of friends die in a car accident, so seeing this today 
really got to me,”
-Dakota Renfro,  Charleston High School Senior
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For rent
6
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details. 
(217) 549-2668.
________________________ 4/28
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. 
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Recently Remodeled Student Rent-
al. $325 per bedroom. 
(217) 962-0790
_________________________ 5/1
STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 
2017. Great locations. Please con-
tact us for more information. (217) 
348-8249  or visit our website at 
ppwrentals.com 
_________________________ 5/1 
Rent an apt- choose a gift! Offering 
military discount! Leases starting 
summer or fall. 1,2,3, &4 BR Apts. 
Carlyle Apartments (217) 348-7746 
Thecarlyleapartments.net
_________________________ 5/1
Storage units. 4x12  to 10x30. 
(217) 348-7746
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting 
at $250 a bedroom. For spring se-
mester 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. Call 
or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 
 
www.woodrentals.com 
 
Call for appointment to view! 
 
 
 
 
 1512 A Street / 345-4489 
$$
Scenic 71 acres with tillable land 
and timber; improved with a 
3,320-square-foot 5-bedroom 
ranch home with finished base-
ment, workshop, barn with apart-
ment. A must-see property only 10 
mi les  south of  Char leston! 
$599,000. Winnie Stortzum, Farm-
ers National Company, 109 East 
Main Street, Arcola. (800) 500-2693. 
www.farmersnational.com
________________________ 4/28
ACROSS
 1 Cable channel 
owned by Time 
Warner
 4 Lead-in to toe 
or top
 7 Countdown 
abbr.
10 “Un ___” 
(answer to 
“Parlez-vous 
français?”)
13 Fashionable
15 Distinctive 
filmmakers
17 One-horse 
carriage
18 Alley seen on 
TV
19 One may be 
deep
20 Passed
21 Again … and 
again
23 ___ Ming, 2016 
Hall of Fame 
inductee
24 Thereabouts
27 Unfeeling
29 Line at a 
barbershop
32 Pickup line?
33 Broadway 
opening
35 Perhaps not at 
all
37 Keats ode 
subject
38 2017 symbol 
in the Chinese 
zodiac
40 Accented 
approval
41 Boots
43 Actress Skye
44 Can
45 Eye protector
46 Writing on 
many a 
chalkboard
48 Tape recorder 
button
50 Certain varietal, 
for short
52 Provide with 
oxygen
54 Game day 
disappointment
57 Singer of 
the anthem 
“Hatikvah” 
(“The Hope”)
61 Carry out
62 Big to-do
63 Sticky stuff
64 Some 
playfulness
65 German 
direction
66 Short
67 Show filmed 
at Rockefeller 
Center, for 
short
68 Play (with)
DOWN
 1 “It is ___ that 
is golden, 
not silence”: 
Samuel Butler
 2 When tripled, 
et cetera
 3 Article of 
apparel that 
often leaves 
one arm bare
 4 Was 
encouraged
 5 Layabout
 6 Look at 
searchingly
 7 Olajuwon of the 
N.B.A.
 8 Wreckage
 9 Good candidate 
for adoption
10 Settle by calling 
the question
11 Lake connected 
with lake-effect 
snow
12 Exhausted
14 Girl Scout 
cookie offering
16 Barely 
successful 
avoidance of 
calamity
22 Brand for 
weight-
watchers
24 Barbarous
25 Caterpillar 
stage
26 Godlike, in a 
way
28 French well
30 Museum piece
31 River through 
Nottingham, 
England
34 Ending with 
micro-
36 Incentive for 
buying a new 
product, maybe
39 Buyers of 
guidebooks
42 What a long 
shot has
47 Lunch spot
49 Form-fitting 
casual wear
51 Matches
53 Wan
54 Auctioned car, 
perhaps
55 x or y
56 Pac-12 team
58 Make some 
changes to
59 Old typesetting 
machine, 
informally
60 Pop of rock
PUZZLE BY SANDY GANZELL
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
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Avoid the clutter, 
read the DEN online!
www.dennews.com
Place an ad with the DEN
217-581-2816
i Spy
In our paper!
Call today - 581-2816
YOUR AD
Make sure to check the 
sports section for all 
your Panther updates!
Billy perfect study buddy Study areas
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Billy the Panther helps senior Mahmoud Almizal, an applied engineering and technology major, and freshman Luther Harris, kinesiology and sports studies 
major prepare for a presentation Wednesday evening in Booth Library.
On campus 
The Martin Luther 
King Jr. Union 
24 hour lounge 
Gregg Technology 
Center 
Monday to Thursday 
7 a.m. to 9:45 p.m. 
Friday 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Booth Library 
hours during finals 
week
Monday to Thursday 
8 to 1 a.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
7th Street
Underground/ 
Cyber Lounge 
Monday to Thursday 
7 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Friday 
7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday 
10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
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Come teach 
your passion 
this summer.
Looking for males and 
females to join our staff 
at Tripp Lake camp for 
Girls in Poland, Maine. 
Positions run June to 
August. Apply online at 
www.tripplakecamp.com
Teach an activity!
-Canoe
-Gymnastics
-English Riding 
-Softball
-Basketball
-Hockey
-Lacrosse
-Art
-Theatre
-Dance
-Pottery
Call us today!
1-800-997-4347
WHERE THERE’S CHOICE, 
THERE’S HOPE.
Appointments are available this week. 
Most women need only one visit. 
Ask for student discount.
Abortion Care Up to 24 Weeks
618-451-5722 | HOPECLINIC.COM
Promote your next
 event 
by placing your ins
ert 
& sticky note adve
rtising 
in the DEN!
Call 581-2816 
for more info!
DEN
We’re going 
all digital this 
summer!
Starting May 12th
Read all the latest in...
news, sports, and features any time at
www.dailyeasternnews.com
By Alex Hartman
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
With only one open meet and the Drake 
Relays left in the outdoor track season, East-
ern is looking confident and ready for the 
Ohio Valley Conference conference meet. 
This week Eastern is sending 26 of the 
athletes to compete in Des Moines, Iowa at 
the Drake Relays. It is a competition span-
ning three days, starting on Thursday and 
ending on Saturday. 
Eastern is having athletes competing in a 
majority of the events at the relays. Starting 
on Thursday, sophomore middle distance 
runner Michaels Brown and senior distance 
runner Julie James will run the men’s and 
women’s 800 meter run to start off Eastern 
in events. Both had good showings at the 
meet last week at the University of Illinois 
where Brown took fourth in the 800-meter 
run and James taking first in the 800 meter. 
Also at last week’s meet there were 19 top-
five finishers for Eastern. Junior Chrisford 
Stevens earned two top spots, one in the tri-
ple jump with a third-place finish and the 
other in the long jump with a fourth-place 
finish.
In the throwing events Eastern had soph-
omore Adam Kessler and senior Riley Kit-
tridge both taking top-five spots in the shot 
put. Kessler took fourth with a throw of 
55’2” and Kittridge took fifth with a throw 
of 54’11.50”. 
At the Drake Relays, Eastern is having a 
handful of field competitors led by junior 
high jumper Haleigh Knapp, senior throwers 
Bryn Buckwalter in the disc and Kittridge in 
shot put, and Kessler in the shot put as well. 
Finishing up on Saturday, Eastern will 
have runners competing in a variety of re-
lays and field events. The pair of senior dis-
tance runners Ruth and Rachel Garippo will 
compete in the women’s steeplechase. Then 
senior sprinter Jamal Robinson, sophomore 
Michael Miller, and junior Lars Ott will all 
be in the men’s sprint medley relay for East-
ern.
The final meet for the team will take 
place in Bloomington, Ind. at Indiana’s Bil-
ly Hayes meet Friday, May 5. Then the team 
has the OVC outdoor conference meet to 
end the season.
Alex Hartman can be reached at 
581-2812 or at aihartman@eiu.edu.
Athletes in final stretch for track and field
By Tyler McCluskey
Assistant Sports Editor | @McCluskeySports
For a game that was moved up one hour 
due to weather concerns, the storm came 
rolling in with Saint Louis ending the Pan-
thers’ seven-game win streak in six innings.
The Billikens (24-14) put up six runs in 
the first inning and batted around the order. 
James Morisano hit a three-run home run off 
of junior Brent Stephens in one pitch. Ste-
phens then walked two of the next four bat-
ters and loaded the bases. Cole Dubet added 
two more runs with a single in which Dubet 
was the ninth batter of the inning. 
Aaron Case knocked in another to make 
the lead 6-0 going into the bottom of the 
first. Stephens threw a total of 46 pitches in 
the inning and had a total of 81.
The bottom half saw a quick inning. Saint 
Louis pitcher Aaron Patton threw only four 
pitches, retiring the Panthers first three bat-
ters. 
Patton went four innings only giving up 
two runs on two hits with two strikeouts.
Morisano hit his second home run on the 
day. Morisano only saw three pitches in his 
first two at-bats and ended his night going 
3-4 with four RBIs.
In the bottom of the second, junior Dou-
gie Parks singled and scored on a triple that 
from junior Andrew Curran to cut the lead 
7-1. 
The Billikens added another run by a tri-
ple from Trent Leimkuehler. Leimkuehler 
scored on a wild pitch extending the lead to 
seven. 
The Panthers (14-28) started a comeback 
in the fourth and fifth innings. 
Junior Logan Beaman walked and ad-
vanced to second on a wild pitch. Beaman 
moved to third on a sacrifice fly from Parks. 
junior Matt Albert walked and redshirt soph-
omore Nicholas McCormick walked to load 
the bases.
 Beaman scored on a wild pitch, which 
also advanced the runners and cut the lead 
to six.
Saint Louis’ pitching had some faults to 
it, having the Panthers load the bases on a 
couple of walks and wild pitches from Gar-
ret Acton in the fifth. Redshirt Justin Smith 
scored on the wild pitch, then the Billikens 
brought in Josh Garner, who immediately hit 
junior Matt Albert to load the bases again. 
McCormick cut the lead to 3 on a two RBI 
single to right. Acton went two-thirds of an 
inning and gave up three runs off one hit 
and two walks. 
Sean Frontzak was awarded the save, his 
second on the season. He went one inning of 
hitless work.
The Panthers were in a middle of a pos-
sible comeback and potentially their eighth 
game in a row that they would win, but 
mother nature had another idea. Rain and 
thunderstorms came into the area. Since the 
game was more than five innings, the game 
was an official game and was called due to 
the storm.
Stephens got the loss for the Panthers. He 
went three innings of work, giving up eight 
hits and runs with three strikeouts and four 
walks. The loss puts his record to 0-3 on the 
season. Redshirt junior Derek Flaugher went 
two innings of relief, giving up one hit, and 
had four strikeouts. Redshirt sophomore 
Hunter Clark replaced Flaugher in the sixth. 
He went one inning of work before the game 
was called.
The Panthers head to Morehead State this 
weekend for an Ohio Valley Conference se-
ries.
Tyler McCluskey can be reached at 
581-2812 or at trmccluskey@eiu.edu.
St. Louis, weather stops wining streak
SEAN HASTINGS| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Redshirt sophomore Hunter Clark delivers a pitch in the Panthers’ loss to Saint Louis Wednes-
day. The game was called in the sixth due to lightning.
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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By Maddie Bounds
Sports Reporter| @DEN_Sports
Kamu Grugier-Hill was going to 
play football at Eastern whether he 
liked it or not. 
When Grugier-Hill and his mom 
first arrived on campus, he imme-
diately wanted to go home. 
Grugier-Hill and his mom, Elina 
Grugier-Bell, were very excited, yet 
concerned. Grugier-Hill had nev-
er been to the Midwest before, and 
Eastern is far from the beach and 
his family in Hawaii. 
“She told me that she only had 
one ticket to go back home to Ha-
waii and it was for her, so I had to 
stay,” Grugier-Hill said. “To this 
day, it is one of the best things 
she’s done for me.”
Grugier-Hill now plays in the 
NFL as a linebacker for the Phila-
delphia Eagles.
The former Eastern linebacker 
(2012-2016) had the type of de-
termination that was perfect for 
the Panthers. During his senior 
year of high school, Grugier-Hill 
impressed Eastern’s former head 
coach Dino Babers on the field. 
Babers offered Grugier-Hill an op-
portunity to play for the Panthers 
5,000 miles away from his home in 
Hawaii. 
From an early age, Grugier-Hill 
played all different kinds of sports, 
including soccer, baseball, basket-
ball and outdoor skate hockey. Eli-
na Grugier-Bell said how competi-
tive he could be. 
“He was driven from an early 
age to do what he had plans to do,” 
Elina Grugier-Bell said. “Kamu did 
not like to lose; he hated to lose.”
Grugier-Hill  grew up in Ha-
waii and attended Kamehameha 
School on Oahu. He started play-
ing volleyball his freshman year, 
and again, was driven to do his 
very best. 
“This  was not pretty,”  El ina 
Grugier-Bell said. “He had a line-
backer mentality on the volleyball 
court.” 
It was not until Grugier-Hill’s 
junior year of high school when he 
started playing football. Grugier-
Hill wanted to master every posi-
tion he was in, his mom said.
“There seem to be no boundar-
ies that Kamu placed on himself,” 
Elina Grugier-Bell said. “He would 
badger the coach to put him in.”
Elina Grugier-Bell had to re-
mind her son that i t  i s  a  team 
sport. 
Grugier-Hill came to Eastern 
and continued to have a successful 
four years playing linebacker for 
the Panthers. He even had his best 
friend Pono Choy from high school 
by his side, which helped make his 
transition a little easier.
But right in the middle of his 
co l l ege  career,  Babers  and hi s 
coaching staff left Eastern. 
“The coaching change for the 
first couple months was very hard,” 
Grugier-Hill said. “I was close to 
Coach Babers and his staff.” 
But Grugier-Hill assured it was 
a blessing in disguise. He became 
close with his new head coach, 
Kim Dameron, and said the two 
still keep in touch to this day. 
Grugier-Hill’s last college foot-
ba l l  game was  in  the  p layof f s 
against the University of Northern 
Iowa. The Panthers lost, but Gru-
gier-Hill ended his college career 
with 136 solo tackles, nine sacks, 
and six interceptions. Elina Grugi-
er-Bell said Grugier-Hill was afraid 
that it was his last game for his 
football journey.
“We were crying and so emo-
tional of the outcome,” Elina Gru-
gier-Bell said.
But Grugier-Hil l ’s  defensive 
coach, Mike Hodges, approached 
the player’s mom and reassured 
her that it was not his last football 
game.
After Grugier-Hill graduated in 
2016, he was drafted to the New 
England Patriots.
“When I got that call on draft 
day, it was like a feeling I can’t even 
explain,” Grugier-Hill said. “It was 
a mixture of pure happiness and re-
lief, with a little bit of anxiety. 
Grugier-Hill was reunited with 
an old Eastern teammate,  Jim-
my Garoppolo. Garoppolo played 
quarterback for the Panthers from 
2010-2013. 
“Playing with Jimmy at the Pa-
triots really helped me with the 
first part of my rookie season,” 
Grugier-Hill said. 
Garoppolo helped Grugier-Hill 
with the schedules and coaches. He 
even helped Grugier-Hill get clos-
er with some of the teammates who 
he still talks to today.
But  jus t  when Grug ie r -Hi l l 
thought everything was getting eas-
ier, he was off to the Philadelphia 
Eagles after being cut by the Pa-
triots. Grugier-Hill said he moved 
to a completely new city where he 
didn’t know a single person. 
But that didn’t stop Grugier-
Hill.
“I am even closer with some of 
my teammates here, and I have 
made huge strides in my life since 
being in Philly,” Grugier-Hill said.
Grugier-Hill gives partial cred-
it to his senior year internship for 
helping him get prepared for the 
NFL. 
After Grugier-Hill’s last foot-
ball season at Eastern, he interned 
at EFT Sports Performance. EFT is 
a sports training facility in Chica-
go. Grugier-Hill created schedules 
and workouts for athletes of all age 
groups. 
Grugier-Hill said many current 
NFL athletes worked at EFT. 
“I worked out there and trained 
for the NFL at the same time,” 
Grugier-Hill said. “I got to talk to 
the players that already had the ex-
perience and it helped me to pre-
pare myself.” 
Grugier-Hill has come a long 
way since living in Hawaii. 
“My biggest challenge was be-
ing able to adjust and adapt to new 
places ... without complaining or 
feeling sorry for myself,” Grugier-
Hill said. “Going somewhere where 
you don’t know anyone is tough.” 
But he admits that he would not 
be where he is today without the 
support of his mom. 
“She works so hard her entire 
life,” Grugier-Hill said. “She’d do 
anything to make sure that I was 
happy and never in a bad situation. 
It helped me really push through 
football.” 
Maddie Bounds can be reached at 
581-2812 or mjbounds@eiu.edu.
No plane ticket makes difference for Grugier-Hill 
“She told me that she only had one ticket to go back 
home to Hawaii and it was for her, so I had to stay,” 
Grugier-Hill said. “To this day, it is one of the best 
things she’s done for me.”
Kamu Grugier-Hill, Former Eastern Linebacker
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Former Eastern linebacker Kamu Grugier-Hill covers a Tennessee Tech receiver Oct. 24, 2015. Grugier-Hill plays for the Philadelphia Eagles now.
By Mark Shanahan
Men’s Golf Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern men’s golf  team 
played its worst round of the three 
days on Wednesday to finish last 
out of 11 teams in the Ohio Valley 
Conference tournament. 
Sophomore Alvaro Hernandez 
was the highest finisher for East-
ern, as he tied for 15th place. Her-
nandez shot a 75 in the final round 
after shooting a 73 in the first two 
rounds. Hernandez had an over-
al l  score of 221 in the tourna-
ment. Freshman Romeo Perez was 
the next best finisher, tied for 49th. 
Perez shot an 83 in the final round 
and finished with a total score of 
242.
Sophomore Charlie Adare fin-
ished in 53rd after shooting an 82 
in round three and a total score of 
248. Freshman Grant Miller was 
right behind him in 54th, and ju-
nior Alex Gowin was in 55th. Mill-
er had a total score of 267, and 
Gowin finished with a total score 
of 268.
Jacksonville State jumped up 
three spots in the final day to win 
the OVC Championship.  As  a 
team, Jacksonville State finished 
two over par and a final score of 
866. Eastern Kentucky was just 
edged out by Jacksonville State as 
they lost by just one stroke. Jack-
sonville State shot nine strokes bet-
ter than Eastern Kentucky to steal 
the conference championship. 
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville 
finished in third place with a total 
score of 870, followed by Tennes-
see-Martin (888) and Murray State 
(889). Tennessee Tech (890) fell 
three spots on the final day to fin-
ish in a three-way tie for sixth with 
Austin Peay and Morehead State. 
Tennessee State (926) and Eastern 
(967) round out the team stand-
ings. 
This is the first-time Jacksonville 
State has won the conference tour-
nament since 2014. 2014 was the 
last time the tournament was 36 
holes. Now it is 54 holes. 
The defending champion Hunt-
er Richardson of Tennessee-Mar-
tin and Jacksonville State’s Bobby 
Hayes needed a playoff to decide 
the individual champion. Richard-
son shot a 73 in the final round 
and Hayes shot a 72 to finish with 
totals of 212. Will Sallee moved up 
three spots to finish in third place 
with a final score of 215.
There was a  f ive-way t ie  for 
fourth place, with each player fin-
ishing even. The tie was between 
Southern Illinois Edwardsville’s 
Luke Long and Conor Dore, More-
head State’s Cooper Collins, Ten-
nessee Tech’s Charles Seals and 
Jacksonville State’s Daniel Pico who 
moved up 11 spots in the final day. 
Eastern Kentucky’s Erik Lindwall 
and Noah Combs earned ninth and 
tenth place. 
This year marks the third straight 
year that Eastern finished in last 
place of the conference champion-
ship. 
Mark Shanahan can be reached at 
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.
Men’s golf finishes last in the OVC Championship
